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Census office asks for public 
understanding and cooperation 
during renovations of Stadhuis 



Census office and Stadhuis 



Censo and Hotel Colombia under repair 


ORANJESTAD -Oil Wednes- 
day morning, February 19, the 
Census headquarters m Oran- 
jestad was closed due to neces¬ 
sary work on the air-condi¬ 
tioning system Tins mconve¬ 
nience is indicative of much 
more extensive work need on 
the entire building complex 
consisting of the Stadhuis, the 
Census office and the former 
H otel Col ombia, win eh ho u se s 
workers from the civil offices 
It was announced in 201Q 


th e C ensu s woul d b e move d to 
the former DOW building on 
the western outskirts of Oran- 
jestad, but that structure still 
required at least IS months of 
renovations to prepare 

Censo Director Sharin Luy- 
dens joined the Director of 
Aruba's Monument Bureau, 
Anne Witsenburg de Jong to 
ask the public to please be pa¬ 
tient with the census office and 
assure the public they are at¬ 
tempting to remedy the situa¬ 


tion with all speed 

The Stadhuis, or Town Hall, 
is sn important landmark struc¬ 
ture til at is now undergoing ex¬ 
tensive renovation. The former 
Hotel Colombia is also a land¬ 
mark of some importance. The 
Census office budges the two 
structures, as their work is 
closely involved with the civil 
marriage ceremonies taking 
place m the Stadhuis, and the 
other histone structure is part 
of then offices. 

However, being very old 
buildings, there are inherent 
problems, such as the conden¬ 
sation from the air-caudition¬ 
ing system causing fungus 
growth, contributing to un¬ 
healthy working conditions 
Continued on page 2 




Quality vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 

Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 


Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11:00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 


S-maiEr budge far u be -2 se fa rn-sf.c v - www.budgetnruba.cujn 


'■AN rWDfPFNOFNTiy OWNED AND OFF RATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE? 


Venezuela tells CNN 
journalists to 'get out' 


CARACAS -- Venezuela has 
revoked or denied press cre¬ 
dentials for CNH journalists in 
the country, following the 
president's announcement he 
would expel CNN if it did not 
"rectify" its coverage of anti- 
govemment protests. 

"They want to show the 
world that there is a civil war 
in Venezuela," President Nico¬ 
las Maduno said in a televised 
speech. 

Anti-government protests 
have become a dady occur¬ 
rence m the country, and 
clashes with security farces or 
pro-government supporters 
have resulted in at least eight 
deaths, officials said. 

What CNN is not showing, 
Maduro said, is "the people 
working, studying, building 
die homeland." 

"Enough war propaganda 
I do not accept war propa¬ 
ganda against. Venezuela If 
they do not rectify tilings, get 
out of Venezuela, CNN, get 
out," Maduro said, to applause 
from Ins pro-government audi¬ 
ence. 

“Fueraj Fuera!" people in 
the crowd shouted -- "Out# 
Out!" 

Hour slater, government of¬ 
ficials notified seven journa¬ 
lists for CNN International and 
CNN en Espanol that their 
press accreditation had been 
denied or revoked 

CNN teams from outside 
Venezuela were told to book 


flights back to their home 
ca untn es 

Maduro described CNN's 
journalists with some of die 
same adjectives Ileuses for his 
political opponents. 

11 A group of fascists with 
their aggressions want to take 
us away from peace," Maduro 
said "They are not going to do 
drat And %ve are going to show 
them." 

When members of the CNN 
International team were told 
their credentials were denied, 
they were asked several times 
when they would be leaving 
die country. 

While the journalists were 
asked to leave, CNN Interna¬ 
tional and CNN en Espanol 
continue to broadcast in 
Venezuela. 

CNN has repeatedly asked 
for a meeting with officials, 
and a CNN reporter has been 
invited to a news conference 
yesterday afternoon where 
Maduro spoke CNN en Es- 
panol's correspondent in Cara¬ 
cas w^as also invited to the 
event 

"CNN has reported both 
sides of the tense situation in 
Venezuela, even with very li¬ 
mited access to government of¬ 
ficials," CNN en Espanol said 
in a statement adding that at 
the tune its credentials were re¬ 
voked, CNN was seeking an 

Continued on page 2 
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Hour;: 

Jam -10pm hh Svnday-Thmday 
8m - 3am isA Friday A Saturday 
Phone number 586-3904 


NOW Serving 

Breakfast 

lunch and dinner 

seven days 

a week. 


All you can eat 
pancakes 
*6.99 


- 2Eggs & Toast 
’ *4.99 



Across from Radisson Rest 

The Hl-Rise Hotel District 


R Burgers Aruba 


etlvery fa most 
tels & beaches" 



Unlimited 
Refills - $0.79 


Burgers, Fries.. A More! 



Government meets with reps of 
important organizations 



ORANJESTAD — Tins week 
Eke Prime Minister Mike Email 
and Minister of Economic Af¬ 
fairs, Energy, Communication 
and Environment, Mike de 
Meza, sat down at the table 
with several work groups in 
charge of different organiza¬ 
tions for the planning of the ex¬ 
ecution of different important 
projects for the island. Specifi¬ 
cally; the planning entails the 
4 tli Aruba Green Conference, 
the second Europe Meets the 
Americas, and the presentation 
by the Prime Minister at the 
TEDxBmnenhof conference, 
as well as the development of 
Aruba's third economic pillar, 
the knowledge industry. Sev¬ 
eral departments and govern¬ 
ment organizations, such as 
ARINA and TNO are involved 
m the planning process 

The TEDxBmnenhof con¬ 


ference is an international con¬ 
ference which takes place m 
The Haag and serves as a plat¬ 
form for innovative ideas for 
Holland and the Dutch King¬ 
dom The emphasis is on inno¬ 
vation tli at focuses dii 
solutions for problems affect¬ 
ing all communities around the 
world The thought goes out to 
climactic changes, mobility, 
heal tli, security/safety and al¬ 
ternative energy TEDxBm¬ 
nenhof has a very large 
audience in Holland, Europe 
and internationally. 

With respect, to the Green 
Conference and the Europe 
Meets the Americas, the idea is 
to combine the two confer¬ 
ences into one grand event in 
HQ 14 with the additional theme 
of the environment 

The third item on the 
agenda in tins gathering with 


the departments was the sector 
of knowledge as the third eco¬ 
nomic pillar for Aruba. Tilere 
are local and international 
companies, both small and 
large that have demonstrated 
interest in and want to form 
paid of tins important develop - 
ment. According to Minister de 
Meza, the bridge between 
Aruba and North America has 
been built based on tourism, 
but now we must cover die 
other areas The government's 
objective, reportedly, is to cre¬ 
ate jobs far all our people who 
have studied in the US and Eu¬ 
rope to come to Aruba and be¬ 
come pail of the development 
of tins industry. 

The Aruba Green Confer¬ 
ence and Europe Meets die 
Americas are programmed to 
be held m the month of Octo¬ 
ber. 



Marketing • Advertising 

Graphic Design • Public Relations 


Contact us today: 

Caya Retica Cross 111 Oranjestad, Aruba 
Telp: (297) 5889517 | adoninv@rnaif.com 


Census office asks for public 
understanding and cooperation 

Continued from page 1 



Representing the SMB, Moni/meutenhureat/ and Census 

office 


Secondly, die extensive reno¬ 
vation work creates dust and 
noise tli at further exacerbates 
the workers' anxiety over the 
conditions within the building 
They are attempting to re¬ 
medy die situation with all 
speed. During a press confe¬ 
rence yesterday afternoon, 
they announced the temporary 
solution for die situation, until 
the Census office moves into 
its permanent home, will be 
announced tins coming 
Wednesday Februaiy 2b 
Anne W'ltsenburg de Jong 
stated die finances and plan are 
in place, and diey wish to com¬ 
plete the Stadhuis with all 
speed. Presently, civil wedding 
ceremonies are being per- 
foimed at FortZoutman, across 
the str eet. They had tried work¬ 
ing m phases to complete the 
interior repairs, but this proved 
much to disruptive to the cen¬ 
sus office workers 

Shaun Luydens asks that 
individuals needing the 5 florin 
and 10 florin statements of re¬ 
sidence pi ease go to the Cen¬ 
sus branch offices m San 
Nicolas, Santa Cruz or Noord 
to obtain them, thus lightening 
the traffic to the Oranjestad 
H s ad quarters Tho s e r e quirmg 
to pay for the papers obtaining 
to their work and residence 
permits can do so at the Tax 


Office and it will be handled 
directly by DIMAS. 

Despite the conditions, 
work at the Census is procee¬ 
ding as usual, and there is no 
intention t.o close it for any ex¬ 
tended period The parties in¬ 
volved just wish fertile public 
to understand die situation as it 
stands at present and to have 
patience with those working at 
civil office working under 
these stressful conditions 


Venezuela 
tells CNN 
journalists... 

Continued from page 1 

ft We hope the government 
will reconsider its derision. 
Meanwhile, we will con¬ 
tinue reporting on 
Venezuela in the fait; accu¬ 
rate and balanced manner 
we are known for." 

A top legislative leader' 
for the ruling party said the 
government will investigate 
the allegations against CNN, 
and will not 11 tremble in a ct- 
mg against those who make 
an attempt against the 
motherland." 
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Lunch Buffet 

Saturday * Sunday 

12:00 - 3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00 * 11:00 p.m 

Palm Bcfich Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 


del Sol gets unanimous 
vote of confidence from 
incecured 



MALMQK - "Definite eve 
Surseance van Betaling". Tins 
outcome represents a huge 
vote of confidence in the new 
management and prospective 
new owners of Tierra del Sol 
and provides them the time 
necessary to prepare an unse¬ 
cured creditor payment plan 
The hearing was presided over 
by Judge W. Noordhuizen 
Tire court appointed Ad¬ 
ministrator, Mr. Randolph van 
Eps, shared highlights from Ins 
report about the situation at 
Tierra del Sal Tins included a 
detailed account af the large 
debt owing tD government, 
banks, and unsecured creditors 
as well as the critical invest¬ 
ments and efforts that have 
been made to date to turn the 
business around 

The prospective new own¬ 
ers of Tierra del Sol then sum- 



DONOT 



LITTER 



marized the grim situation they 
encountered when they first 
became involved with the proj¬ 
ect in 2013. They also high¬ 
lighted what has been 
accomplished in a short peno d 
of time including paying em¬ 
ployee pension that, had been 
unpaid, restarting employee 
health benefits that were sus¬ 
pended, stabilizing the busi¬ 
ness, and most notably not. 
laying oSeven one employee 
during this period. 

Following the presenta¬ 
tions, the unsecured creditors 
voted unanimously in favor of 
Definite eve Surseance van Be¬ 
taling, which was granted by 
Judge Moordhuizen 

Following the hearing, the 
prospective new owners of 
Tierra del Sol said, “We are 
certainly pleased with tire con¬ 
fidence and support shown by 
everyone to day and throughout 
tins entire process We all rec¬ 
ognize that a b ankruptcy Df 
Tierra del Sol would have an 
enormous negative impact on 
tourism and on the economy of 
Aruba About 300 families de¬ 
pend on Tierra del Sol in some 
way for their livelihood. 

Today was ail important, 
step of many that are still nec¬ 
essary to bring certainty to the 
success of Tierra del Sol once 
and for all”. 

The un s e cur ed ere di t or 
plan is expected to be pre¬ 
sented and voted upon by 
April 30, 20 14 


BLACKJACK 

TOURNAMENT 

GO ALL-IN WITH 
$ 500 IN CASH PRIZES!# 


*5 BUY-IN 

Saturdays 
Registration 7pm 
Tournament starts Qpm 

Re-entry with every 25 points 
accumulated on your 
Trop Advantage 1 Card or s 5. 
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Venezuelan government denounces attack 
on the country’s consular office in Aruba; 
closes consular offices in ABC islands 



ORANJESTAD - The Vene¬ 
zuelan Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Elias Jaua, reported 
that, the consular office of 
Venezuela in Aruba suffered 
damages by a vehicle tins Fri¬ 
day. 

"We want to make a call to 
those who have promoted tins 
hatred, to those who have in¬ 
stilled tins intolerance leading 
to a Venezuelan citizen, resi¬ 
ding on that, island, to attack a 
consular office of your country 
putting Ins own lives at risk, 1 " 
the Minister said 

He accused the media of in¬ 
oculate hatred “l am amazed 
of how far the ability has come 
to inoculate hate. With a per¬ 
verse use of social networks, 
promoting intolerance of class 
and race,” jaua said 

The Minister said that he 
has asked the Dutch authorities 
to deport the Venezuelan citi¬ 
zen who was involved in this 
incident. "We request the con¬ 
cerned citizen to be departed 
so the Venezuelan justice can 
deal with him accordingly ” 

Jaua explained that the 
order of President Nicolas 
Madura was for a preventive 
closure of the consulates m 
Aruba, Curacao and Bonaire as 
well as the removal of 


Venezuelan citizens working 
in the consular buildings in 
those countries. He also sad 
that, “we called our ambassa¬ 
dor m Holland to get more 


knowledge on the position of 
the Dutch government regard¬ 
ing this serious attack on our 
consular office.” 
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73 Fully famished apts. Kitchen f Aircc / Cable TV 
Free Internet >' Library f Swimming Fool I Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 


Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9anrv5pnn 


697 I 583-7464 Fax: 583-5203 


E- ma i I: q u ai ity^s etarret.aw - Webs ite: www. arubaqu alityapartm ents. coin 


ECLAC launches poster and 
essay competition to celebrate 


the Int’l. Year of Small Island 


Developing States in 2014 


THE CARIBBEAN - Stu¬ 
dents from 23 countries in the 
region have been invited to 
participate in competitions to 
celebrate in 2D 14 the Interna¬ 
tional Year of Small Island De¬ 
veloping States (1YS). 

A poster competition for 
primary and secondary schools 
and an essay competition for 
secondary and tertiary level 
students organised by the 
United Nations Economic 
Commission for Latin Am erica 
and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
are the first of a number of re¬ 
gion-wide activities in which 
ECLAC plans to engage the 
countries of the subregion 
throughout the year, to raise 
awareness and promote wider 
knowledge and understanding 
of tlie 'critical issues relevant to 
the su st am able development 
aspirations of Caribbean Small 
island Developing States 
(SIDS). 

These competitions are in¬ 
tended to encourage the youth 
of the Caribbean to express 
their perspective on both the 
challenges and opportunities of 
small island living through art 
and the written word 

The contests are open to 
children and youth of the Id 
Caribbean States that are 
members of the United Na¬ 
ha ns and the 12 non-self-gov - 
ermng C aiib b can tern E on e s 
til at are Associate Member 
Countries of ECLAC. 

For the poster competition. 


participants are invited to cre¬ 
ate an milstic rendering that 
expresses their vision of one of 
the following selected themes. 

a. Island living: small is 
beautiful 

b. Protecting our island 
home: the impact of climate 
change 

c. A rich heritage and 
culture, the true wealth of our 
nations 

(l. Going green: reduc¬ 
ing waste and promoting sus¬ 
tainable energy use 

The essay writers will ad¬ 
dress the topic 11 Unleashing the 
creativity and resilience of our 
people to build prosperous 
Caribbean Societies". 

The deadline for submis¬ 
sion of all entiles is 2S Febru¬ 
ary 2D 14 

National winners will be se¬ 
lected by local panels from the 
p ar ti cip atmg ca until e s. 

ECLAC will make the final se¬ 
lections, and announce the re¬ 
gional winners by 31 March 
2D 14. The winners will be 
lauded at the high level cele¬ 
bration of the International 
Year of SIDS which will be 
held m Kingston. Jamaica on 
24 April 2014. 

For further information 
please contact Ms. Denise Bal- 
gobm at demse.baigobin@ 
edac.org and (§68)224-5075 
or Ms. Veera Deokiesingh- 
Fraser at veera. d eokie sin gh- 
fraser@eclac.org, and (368) 
224-8006. 
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^Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:OQpm 
Dinner: 5:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36. 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 



List of groups participating tomorrow in the 
2014 Aruba Tivoly Lighting Parade 


Opmingshow 

TBS Brassband 


Rar .SAC 

Group 

Rand 

Participants 

Pieces 

1. Aruba Carnaval 60 Qu 

een 



2. Meta Social Club 

3 musical bands 

300 

1 roadpiece-1 float-2 bars- 1 toilet 

3. Majestic 

D-L-i ciaus 

350 

1 roadpiece - 1 carosa -1 bar 

4. XC Lance 

XC-Lanz 



5. OPC Group 

Claudius & Oreo 

450 

2 roadpiece -1 float-2 bars -1 relay 

6. Royal Group 

NBQ 


1 float 

7. Champagne 

Tsunami 

400 

3 secolon 

5. TOB 

Youth X-Trem d 

500 

1 float - 2 bars -1 toilet- 1 relay 


Upgrade Music 



9. Dushi Cam. Group 

Dushi Band 

300 

2 roadpieces - 1 bar 

10. Las Lag a Bay 

Robert y Su Soio 

460 

1 float - 1 bar 


Banda Show 



11 Pleaser & Teasers 

Le Groove 

250 

I bar 

Last Lap 

BMW 



Total 


1609 



. 

Carnaval Schedule 


FRI. FEB. 21 

7’CD p.m. Aruba's 60th Carnaval Grand Queen 
Election and Coronation 

Aruba Entertainment Center 



12:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 


LCD p.m. 


7: 00 p.m. 


7:00 p.m 


S:CD p.m. 


S:CD p.m. 


SAT. FEB. 22 

Children’s Carnaval Parade in Noord 
Aruba Tivoli Lighting Parade - Granjestad 

SUN. FEB. 23 

Grand Children Carnaval Parade 

Oranjestad 


MON. FEB. 24 

Aruba’s 1st Carnaval Multi cultural Queen 
Election & Coronation 

Aruba Entertainment Center 

TUE. FEB. 25 

Tourist Night Steelband and Costume Show 
Downtown Oranjestad 

WED. FEB. 26 

International Concert—Window to the World 
Caribbean Night 


THU. FEB. 27 

Par ad a di Luz — San Nicolas 
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THE FEELING IT WAS DESIGNED JUST FOR YOU 
THE 2014 NISSAN SENTRA 


* Efficiency expert 

* Smooth performer 

* Living Large 


Fully equipped 

Awg. 44,300 


(sad bto) 


Ernesto Pelronia 21 * Tel 582-1547 * Fax; 582-9877 - www.nissan.aw * |j 


IF® anting what a change of soenefy can. do for 

your perspective. In Sentra, you have a 

airy interior, with Spacious rear seat leg room Nissan. 

Innovation that excites. 


Costa Linda Beach Resort honors Its stellar employees 




ORANJESTAD, Aiub a - Feb - 
maty 16th, 2014 Costa Linda 
Beach Resort’s management 
recently honored same of the 
resort’s most valued employ¬ 
ees m recognition of their ef¬ 
forts in delivering excellent 
service These employees have 
been lauded by owners and 


guests for among others 
J 'gomg the extra mile” for them 
without being asked, for pro¬ 
viding information and help 
and for offering assistance 
with sincerity and a smile 
Not aniy were employees 
who are directly employed by 
Costa Linda recognized, but 


the resort also honored associ¬ 
ates working for its conces¬ 
sionaires, who are mentioned 
time and time again on com¬ 
ment cards and on Trip Advi¬ 
sor. 

First af^ Casta Linda 
awarded the Employee of the 
Month for January 2014 title to 
Joseph Dor, who works in the 
Maintenance Department as a 
gardener. 

Also honored during a spe¬ 
cial ceremony was Wilmer 
Quero, who received the Em¬ 
ployee of the Month for De¬ 
cember 2D 13 award Wilmer 
was the employee most men¬ 
tioned an resort comment 
cards as Star Employee m the 
‘ L ln Search of Excellence" cat¬ 
egory from September through 
December 2013! 

In addition, Costa Linda 
management expressed its ap¬ 
preciation towards concierge 
Esther Philips, who works on 
premises for De Palm Tours 
and Rosy Deveaux, who w r orks 
as a w r aitress at Water's Edge 
Restaurant and Bar Esther and 
P,osy received numerous men¬ 
tions on die comment cards, as 
well as on Trip Advisor for 
being outstanding in guest re¬ 
lations and service. 

Costa Linda Beach Resort 


congratulates these stellar em¬ 
ployees and employees of con¬ 
cessionaires on their awards 
and all employees who make 
ever/ single day at the resort a 
special one for all owners and 
guests Keep up the good work 
and keep reaching for the stars* 
Casta Linda Beach Resort, 
with 155 luxurious 2 and 3 
bedroom suites, fully equipped 


ki tch ens, o ce an vi ew b al co m es 
and various restaurants and 
bars, is located on Eagle 
Beach. The resort features a 
tropical pool, whirlpool spas, 
children’s pool and play¬ 
ground, tennis courts, fitness 
center, gift shop, jew r elry shop 
aid Spa. Casta Linda rs the 
perfect hideaway on Aruba’s 
finest, award winning b each 
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UN alarmed at spike in executions in iran 


GENEVA—The U.N Human 
Rights Office says it is alarmed 
at. the reparted spike m execu¬ 
tions in Iran since the beginning 
of the year The office says at 
least SD people have been exe¬ 
cuted, but some rep Drts put that 
figure as high as 95. 

The U.N. agency says most 
executions m Iran are far drug- 
related offenses. Spokeswo¬ 
man Ravin a Sham das am says 
these crimes are n on-lethal and, 
as such, do not meet the inter¬ 
national law standard of “most 
serious crimes/ 1 for which the 
death penalty can be applied 
“We have repeatedly made 
aur concerns known to the gov¬ 
ernment, privately and in pub ¬ 
lic, and there were some 
encouraging signs last year 
where political prisoners were 
released, etc. So, we were hop¬ 
ing and we were encouraged by 
these signs, but it appeal's, at 
least in the past seven weeks 
that in fact executions have 
been scaled up," she said 
Shamdasam says a number 


of people have been executed 
m secret and at least seven peo¬ 
ple m public tins year The 
most common method of exe¬ 
cution is by hanging She says 
the U.N. Human Rights office 
i s p aili culady ca ncern e d ab out 
the reported execution in secret 
last month of two members of 
the minority Ahwaz Arab com¬ 
munity 

She says the two men did 
not have a fair trial as stipu¬ 
lated under international law. 
She says they reportedly were 
denied access to a lawyer and 
their families for the first nine 
in onths a f their detenti on She 
says they allegedly had been 
tortured to force them to con¬ 
fess Shamdasam tells VO A 
the two men were sentenced to 
death oil charges of “enmity 
against God," corruption on 
earth, and acts against national 
security. 

“The problem with this 
charge of "enmity against God" 
is that it is so ill-defined and so 
broad that it can be applied to a 


whole host of offenses," she 
said. "I am sure blasphemy 
would fall within that as well 
Rut, it can be applied to a whole 
host of other offenses as well. 
And, tins is why it is particu¬ 
larly problematic . .The fact 
that they have been executed 
raises serious questions, in ad¬ 
dition to the questions that we 
usually have about application 
of tiie death penalty in Iran on 
drug offenses, on offenses that 
da not meet the high threshold 
- the fact that, they hail from tins 
minority group and that they 
worked for cultural organisa¬ 
tions is further cause for con¬ 
cern." 

The U.N office reports at 
least. 500 people were executed 
m 3 013, including 57 in public. 
However, some sources think 
that figure may be as high as 
635. 

U.N. human rights advo¬ 
cates are urging Teheran to im¬ 
mediately halt executions and 
to establish a moratorium on 
the death penalty 


In the Ukraine, signs of 
progress, and questions, 
after deal to end lighting 



AFP photo shows a flower and a rosary bang placed on a hel¬ 
met an February 31, 3014 near the site in central Kiev where an 
anti-goveminent protester was kill ed during clashes with p olice 
on the evening of Februaty 20 


Kiev -- Hours after govern¬ 
ment and opposition leaders 
signed an agreement ending 
days of deadly fighting, the 
Ukraine's parliament moved 
quickly to cut the president's 
powers, sack die interior min¬ 
ister and pass a bill that could 
free jailed opposition leader 
Yulia Tym o shenko 

The changes, passed by a 
c on stituti on al m aj o rity th at 
can't be vetoed, mark a stun¬ 
ning shift from just a day ago, 
when President Viktor Yanu¬ 
kovych sent security forces 
into the streets to battle pro¬ 
testers angry over lus pivot to¬ 
ward Russia and other issues. 

Ty mo shenko, a former 
prime minister who earlier was 
a hero of the country's 3QQ4 
revolution, is a powerful sym¬ 
bol to the opposition. She was 
imprisoned in 30II after what 
international observers saw as a 
politically motivated sham trial 

She went on a hunger strike 
the following year after al¬ 
legedly being beaten uncon¬ 
scious by guards. 

The parliamentary action 
comes after Yanukovych, op¬ 
position leaders and represen¬ 
tatives of the European Union 
signed a deal yesterday after¬ 
noon meant to end the coun¬ 
try's political .crisis and bloody 
fighting that has left parts of 
Kiev a war zone. 

The agreement — hashed 
out overnight and into the af¬ 
ternoon among Ukrainian 
leaders, opposition figures and 
European Union representa¬ 
tives -- calls for cuts in the 
president's power by rolling 
bade the constitution to an ear¬ 
lier version. 

It calls far further constitu¬ 
tional reform to be completed 
by September, according to a 
draft posted on the German 
Foreign Office's website 

It also requires presidential 
elections "as soon as the new 


Constitution is adapted but no 
later than December 3014. " 

Protesters are to withdraw 
from sheets and public build¬ 
ings they've occupied during 
the crisis and turn in illegal 
weapons, according to the 
deal. Scounty forces are to 
"step back from confronta¬ 
tional posture" and use farce 
only to protect public build¬ 
ings, the agreement says 

A joint, investigation into 
the recent violence will follow 
Authorities, opposition repre¬ 
sentatives and the European 
Council will be included, ac¬ 
cording to the deal. 

A cheer went up from the 
crowdin Kiev's Independence 
Square when the agreement 
was announced. Protesters 
waved the Ukrainian flags 
under dear skies free of the 
choking smoke from burning 
barricades that has character¬ 
ized recent days. 

It remained to b e seen if the 
deal would be enough to over¬ 
came tiie nation's deep divi¬ 
sions and mistrust on both 
side s rn.fi am ed by the rec ent vi - 
olence. 

Hie Ukrainian parliament, 
the Rada, moved quickly to 
fill fill the first requirement of 
the agreement — passing a lav/ 
to roll back the country's con¬ 
stitution to an earlier version 
that limits the President's pow¬ 
ers. 

It later passed legislation 
sacking Interior Minister Vitah 
Zakharchenko, ettmg "abuse of 
power* in the crackdown on 
protesters, agreed to compen¬ 
sate injured or slam protesters 
and their families and voted to 
decriminalize the charge on 
which Tym d shenko was sent to 
prison 

Ty mo shenko's freedom was 
not expected to be immediate: 
A court must now act to free 
her, aid other charges pending 
against her reman in pi ace. 
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Obama throws 
support behind 
Dalai Lama, 
Tibet rights 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
President Barack Obama on 
Friday offered his "strong sup¬ 
port" for the protection of Ti¬ 
betans' human rights m China 
as he defied protests from Bei¬ 
jing to meet the Dalai Lama. 

With China warning that the 
meeting would derail ties be¬ 
tween the world's two largest 
economies, Obama took care 
to avoid any trappings of an of¬ 
ficial visat, receiving the exiled 
Tibetan spiritual leader in the 
Map Room of the White 
House residence and not tire 
Oval Office where he usually 
talks to dignitaries. 

The Dalai Lama, usually 
chatty and playful with foreign 
audiences, was nowhere to be 
seen at hie White House, 
winch did not allow in re¬ 
porters 

The administration instead 
released an official photograph 
of the robed Buddhist monk 
gesticulating with one hand 
and clutching prayer heads in 
the other as he spake to a stu¬ 
dious-looking Obama over 
glasses of water. 

In Beijing, Chinese Vice 
Foreign Minister Zhang Yesm 
summoned the US charge d’af¬ 
faires, Darnel Kntenbnnk, the 
state-run Xinhua news agency 
reported. 

"China, expresses strong in¬ 
dignation and firm opposi¬ 
tion," Zhang was quoted as 
saying 

Tire White House in a state¬ 
ment said that Obama ex¬ 



pressed "his strong support for 
the preservation of Tibet's 
unique religious, cultural, and 
linguistic traditions and the 
protection of human rights for 
Tibetans in the People's Re¬ 
public of China." 

The statement said that 
Ohama backed the Dalai 
Lama, who fled Ins homeland 
for India m 1 959, in Ins "Mid¬ 
dle Way" path of peacefully 
advocating greater autonomy 
for Tibetans. 

Obama called for China Sd 
resume talks with the Dalai 
Lama's envoys, which broke 
do™ in 2010 after making no 
headway. 

The statement rejected Bei¬ 
jing's charges that the Dalai 
Lama, a self-described paci¬ 
fist, had a separatist agenda 
and that his meeting was part 
of a plot to split China. 

China calls the Dalai Lama 
a "wolfm sheep's clothing " 

Hua called the Dal ai Lama a 
"political exile who has long 
been engaged in anti-China 
separatist activities under the 
cloak of religion." 

Tire US leader's meeting 
with the Dalai is a gross inter¬ 
ference in China's internal af¬ 
fairs, a severe violation of 
codes of international relations 
and will seriously impair 
China-US relations," she said. 

Lob sang Sangay, the Ti¬ 
betan prime minister-m-exile, 
dismissed Beijing’s criticism, 
saying that the Dalai Lama has 
clearly stated he does not have 
an "anti-China" agenda and is 
not seeking independence. 

Sangay hailed Obama for 
holding Ins third meeting as 
president with the Dalai Lama. 
The two Nobel peace laureates 
last met in 2D11. 

China has for decades 
voiced anger at foreign digni¬ 
taries’ meetings with the Dalai 
Lama, who has developed a 
global following and addresses 
st an dm g-ro om - only crowds 
across die Western wo rid and 
India 
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Former Guantanamo detainees 
seek US damages for 'abuse 1 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - Five 
former Guantanamo detainees 
are seeking damages for what 
they say were years of sexual, 
mental and physical abuse at 
the US detention center, where 
they were held without charge 
or final. 

The men from Turkey, 
Uzbekistan and Algeria, who 
are now settled in other coun¬ 
tries, alleged Friday at a US 
appeals court that they were 
subjected to torture that in¬ 
cluded forced nudity, sexual 
harassment and beatings, first 
in Afghanistan and then at the 
military j ail in Cuba 

Justices will make their rul¬ 
ing in several weeks, but one 
of them, Judge David Tatel, 
said military and 'Civilian offi¬ 
cials at the Pentagon had failed 
m their duty. 

‘Their job is to protect the 
detainees from abuse, they 
failed to do so," he said. 


Russell Cohen, lawyer for 
the men, said in the appeal: 
"From their earliest interac¬ 
tions with US soldiers and in¬ 
terrogators, Mr Celikgogus, 
Mr Sen, Mr Mert, Mr Hasam 
and Mr Muhammad were sub¬ 
jected to physical, mental and 
religious abuse carried out by 
US soldiers and/or civilians 
who were under the command 
authority of officials in the De¬ 
partment of Defense." 

Cohen said m tire appeal 
that three of die men spent two 
more years at Guantanamo 
after they had been cleared for 
release, and "continue to suffer 
the physi cal and mental effects 
Df their detention, abuse and 
torture, and the stigma of their 
having been detained in Guan¬ 
tanamo." 

”Plaintiffs were subjected to 
various forms of religious and 
cultural abuse," he said, 
adding that this included the 


c onfi s cati on a f their Korans. 

The US government argues 
tirat neither US nor interna¬ 
tional law applies 

"Plaintiffs have no constitu¬ 
tional rights as they are non¬ 
resident aliens located outside 
United States sovereign terri¬ 
tory," it said m response. 

Shayana Kadi dal, senior 
staff attorney at the non-profit 
Center for Constitutional 
Rights, said the men’s lives had 
been “irreparably damaged." 

"The US government ac¬ 
knowledges they were 
wrongly imprisoned for years 
yet refuses to compensate 
them and help them rebuild 
their lives," said Kadi dal. 

" Guantanamo may dose one 
day, but as long as the Obama 
administration refuses to apol¬ 
ogize m any way for what hap - 
pened there, these men will 
carry their seal's forever" 
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US bans 
bidis made 
by Indian 
tobacco 
company 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
regulators Friday banned the 
sale and import of small ciga¬ 
rettes known as bidis made by 
an Indian company, then first 
such action since being given 
oversight of tobacco products 
in 2009. 

Bidis are small, hand-rolled 
cigarettes that contain tobacco 
wrapped in leaves from a 
tendu tree, and may come in 
various flavors. 

The move by the US Food 
and Drug Administration ap¬ 
plies to four varieties made by 
Jash International, winch an 
agency spokeswoman de¬ 
scribed to AFP as an Indian 
company with headquarters in 
Illinois. 

The ban was instituted be¬ 
cause die pro ducts were found 
to be substantially different 
from existing tobacco products 
dii the market as of 2 DO7, and 
did not meet new regulatory 
requirements, the FDA said. 

The order applies to Sutra 
Bidis Red, Sutra Bidis Men¬ 
thol, Sutra Bidis Red Cane, 
and Sutra Bidis Menthol Cone. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention has 
warned that bidis contain 
higher levels of nicotine, tar 
and carbon monoxide than 
conventional cigarettes 

Two percent of high school 
students and 1.7 percent of 
middle school students smoke 
bidis, according to a 2011 
CDC survey 
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Death of 6 students perplexes Portugal 



LISBON - Was it freak seas? 
Hazing amounting to a crime? 
Or something else' 1 

Portugal is struggling to un¬ 
cover the reasons why six uni¬ 
versity students drowned in the 
middle of the night off a de¬ 
serted beach near Lisbon, with 
susp i cion s cry s t all sin g th at 
they were taking part in a ritu¬ 
alised induction turned tragic. 

The six college students 
standing on the shore, wearing 
traditional black university 
capes, were swept away to 
tlisir deaths. Only the seventh 
member of the expedition, 23- 
year-old ioao Gouveia, sur¬ 
vived After groping in the 
sand for the hat where he re¬ 
membered he had left his cell¬ 
phone, Gouveia called the 
police, who found him half- 
drowned the weekly Expresso 
reported. 

Hours later, as Gouveia was 
discharged from hospital, the 
first body washed up on the 
shore it was Ti ago Campos, 
21, whose neck had been bro¬ 
ken by the brutal impact of the 
wave. 

The deaths occurred in De¬ 
cember, when the group of stu¬ 
dents plunged into the winter 
surf off Meco, a small village 
soutlr of Lisbon where they 
had rented a house. 

But following the funerals 
and the tributes, and the some¬ 
what odd silence from the sole 


survivor — who simply told 
the police that they had been 
caught off guard by the giant 
waive — the parents of tire 
other victims began asking the 
obvious question what was a 
group of students doing at 1 am 
on a freezing cold night, on a 
deserted beach, wearing their 
university capes' 7 

For days now, there has been 
a growing certainty that they 
were there for a hazing ritual 
reserved for members of an ex¬ 
clusive university club. 

That theory has been bol¬ 
stered by tire stubborn silence 
of a seventh student who was 
the sole survivor, and media 
investigations that bit. by bit 
have revealed details 

"The fate of these young 
people swallowed up by the 
waves., forces us to. pause. We 
must ban university hazings." 


a former Portuguese president. 
Mario Soares, wrote in an op¬ 
ed published. 

He, like many of the coun¬ 
try's newspapers, dismissed the 
assertion made by the secre¬ 
tary of state for youth affairs,. 
Emidio Guerreiro, that the 
drowmngs "didn't result from 
university hazing" but were 
rather "a police matter". 

Hie comment by Guerreiro,. 
who used to be a student asso¬ 
ciation president in Coimbra, a 
central university town where 
hazings have a long tradition, 


were seen by some as an at¬ 
tempt to protect the imposed 
rites of passage on undergrad¬ 
uates, which are often charac¬ 
terised by humiliation and 
physical abuse. 

Newspap ers have unleashed 
editorials lashing the long-tol¬ 
erated university student rites 
as obsolete and cruel, with the 
Diario de Noticias writing: 
“Humiliating somebody is a 
violent act." 

But student bodies protest 
that hazing is a valuable mech¬ 
anism to create solidarity and 
a shared identity. 

Although hazing used to be 
limited to tire faculties in 
Coimbra, in the past couple of 
decades tire practice has spread 
across Portugal, especially to 
private universities that have 
been created. 

“In institutions with less 
history and tradition, ^ve are 
seeing an attempt to compen¬ 
sate by giving greater impor¬ 
tance to tins ntualisation," one 
sociologist, Eli si o Estanque, 
explained 
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Michelle Obama on 
the*Tonight Show* 



NEW YORK - On Thursday 
night Mrs. Obama was; on 
NBC's “Tonight Show,” 
demonstrating her comedy 
chops in a sketch called “Ewi” 

Mrs Ob am a played hers el£ 
and that meant promoting fit¬ 
ness, saying u ew" to jelly 
doughnuts, and getting up off 
the couch for an “ ‘Ew’ dance 
party. 

While in New York, Mrs 
Obama promoted another of 
her heal thy-living initiatives, 
the Drink Up campaign, 
which encourages drinking 
water. She visited the New 
Museum in Manhattan, which 
has an exhibit of street art that 
encourages people to drink 
more water. She also appeared 
at a private fundraiser, report¬ 


edly at the home of Obama 
“bundler” Maneesh Goyal 
Mrs Obama also made a 
push for enrollment in health 
insurance, and came up with 
a new term for “young invin¬ 
cible s,“ the 20-somethings 
who don't think they need 
coverage: “knuckleheads.” 

“They're the ones cooking 
for the first time and slicing 
their fingers,” she said And 
“dancing on the barstDols.” 

The first lady also cau¬ 
tioned that her older daughter 
turns 16 tins summer and is 
ready to I earn to drive 

"Ladies and gentlemen in 
D.C. —watch out,“ she 
warned with a laugh h Mali a 
Obama on the ro ad. Fn ghten- 
m g " 


Fan arrested for groping 
'Modern Family' star in 
Australia 



SYDNEY (AFP) - Australian police said Friday they had 
arrested a man for allegedly groping "Modern Family fr 
star Sarah Hyland at an event for fans in Sydney, as the 
US actress spoke of her distress. Hyland, who plays old¬ 
est sidling Haley Dunphy in the smash-hit US sitcom, 
was signing autographs with fellow cast members at a 
cocktail function on Thursday, and reportedly left in 
tears. "Sorry to all the fans outside the ftqantas event 
that I didn't get to say hi to but 1 had to leave due to an 
inappropriate touch of a fan," the 23-year-old later 
tweeted. Police said a 29-year-man had been arrested 
and charged with assault through an act of indecency. 
He was bailed to reappear in court on March 14. The cast 
are in Australia to film a vacation episode of theEmmy- 
and Golden Globe-winning series with locations set to 
include Sydney and the Great Barrier Reef. 
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With giant screens every¬ 
where throughout the joint, 
there isn't a bad seat in the 
house Aside from their all day 
menu of game-watching fa¬ 
vorites, they also feature a 
hearty breakfast menu. The 
“Grand Slam Platter' includes 
eggs any style, pancakes or 
waffles, bacon, juice, fresh 
made home fries with coffee or 
tea for only $9. Lunch and din¬ 
ner menus reflect the same 
moderate pricing with required 
sports bar standards such as 
chicken wings, chib sand¬ 
wiches, burgers and a heaping 
h el pin g o f n acho s, av er aging 
$9, pizza and main courses 
range from 111 to 115, 

Aside from the games and 
the gambling, patrons can ex¬ 
pect great entertainment three 
nights weekly with one of 
Aruba's most popular trios, 
“Threesome." There are also 
some wild times getting ac¬ 
quainted with Rusty's Beer 
Pong, the Drinking Game of 
Champions. Win ariose, play¬ 
ers always end up with a smile 
on their face 

This family friendly place, 
with air hockey and video 
games for the kids, along 
with a special menu for 
young ones, is open 7 days a 
week from 7:30 AM until 
1:00 A!Y1 for kite night mack- 
ing and fun. _ 


The home of the Beer Pong drinking game 


-- Fans of Aruba's favorite 
sports bar are happy to hear 
that Buster’s Garage has relo¬ 
cated to the restaur ant/bar 
space inside Trap Casino Now 
Eagle Beach resort guests have 
a great place for a bar gam - 
pneed breakfast or a bucket of 
beer while rooting for the team 
of their choice 

Buster's has that great, 
homey feel of settling m to 
enjoy a game with buddies, 
gready due to the warmth and 
enthusiasm o f owner Rusty. He 
takes pride m making patrons 
feel welcome. “If somebody 
really needs to watch their 
home team on die field, we'll 
be happy to put it on for them,” 
he confidently assured us "We 


have 3 satellite dishes with 
sepai'ate packages to pick up 
every station imaginable. If 
there is a game going on out 
til ere somewhere, we’ll find 
it" 
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Australia spends $4 bn on border 
patrol aircraft 


SYDNEY (AFP) - Australia on 
Friday said it will buy eight 
Poseidon aircraft for Aus$4 
billion (US$3 .fi billion), which 
will form the core of its sur¬ 
veillance and maritame strike 
capacity for decades to come. 

The Boeing planes will be 
used to monitor over 2.5 mil¬ 
lion square kilometres of the 
country's marine junsdiction - 
- some four percent of the 
world's oceans 

"The first duty of govern¬ 
ment is tire defence of the na¬ 
tion. This is a government 
which is absolutely committed 
to the border security of our 
country," said Prime Minister 
Tony Abbott. 



Australia, a close 
ally of the United States, is ex¬ 
pected to use tlie planes to pa¬ 
trol far over die Indian Ocean, 
which has become one of the 


Steve Jobs approved 
for a 2015 U.S. postage 
stamp 


WASHINGTON - the US 
Postal Service intends to honor 
tlie late tech icon by putting Ins 
visage on a commemorative 
stamp 

Stamp subjects are normally 
kept secret until just before 
printing, but the Washington 
Post obtained a document out¬ 
ing approved stamps for the 
next few years The Apple co- 
founder s stamp is already in 
design development for 2015, 
alongside stamps for music 
legends Elvis Presley and 
James Brown 
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world's most vital energy sup¬ 
ply routes 

The new aircraft will replace 
Australia's ageing Lockheed 
AP-3C Orion air .craft 

The P-SA is described as 
highly versatile and able to 
"conduct search and rescue, 
anti-submarine and maritime 
strike missions using torpe¬ 
does and Harp Don missiles" 

Chief of the Air Force, Air 
Marshall Geoff Brown, said 
they would give Australia a 
cutting edge advantage in pra¬ 
te chug its borders. 

Abbott played down their 
pa ssible use in halting the flow 
of asylum -seeker boats that de¬ 
part from Indonesia and Sri 
Lanka. 

Halting tire flood of asylum- 
seeker boats arriving m Aus¬ 
tralia's north has been a key 
policy of die conservative gov¬ 
ernment since it was elected 
last year 

Reports recently said Aus¬ 
tralia also planned tD purchase 
seven giant unmanned US- 
made Triton drones for Aus$3 
billion for boidei'patr ol duties 

Tlie use of large unmanned 
aircraft has been mulled for a 
decade in Austr alia but the pre¬ 
vious Labor government 
would not sign off on the con¬ 
cept as it reportedly believed 
the technology was not mature 
enough. 


Japan gamers finally get 
PS4 at midnight launch 



TOKYO (AFP| - Diehard gamers in Japan who began 
queuing earlierthis week finally got their hands on a new 
PlayStation 4 as Sony unleashed its console on home 
turf in a midnight launch. The long-awaited Japanese 
launch comes after a stellar debut in the United States 
and Europe where more than 5.4 million units have been 
shifted since November, offering a bright ray of hope to 
Sony after years of gloomy sales of its key consumer 
electronics goods. At midnight (1500 GMT Friday), the 
first 100 customers were allowed to take home a new 
console from Sony Building, a flagship display venue in 
Tokyo's bustling district of Ginza, putting the lucky few 
fans hours ahead of a nationwide mass release. Some 
of the eager fans had queued for the past two days to be 
among the first in Japan to own the new console.Early 
adopters of the PS4 in Europe and the US have enthused 
over its vast computing capacity and the cinematic 
graphics it makes possible. In the coveted US market, 
Sony boasted that video game industry sales data, re¬ 
ported last week by NPD Group, showed PS4 is far out¬ 
selling Microsoft's Xbox One consoles, also released in 
November. 
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Aruba exits FATF folio w-up process 


GRANJESTAD - In 20 09, 
Aruba's anti-money 1 sunder¬ 
ing/countering die financing of 
terrorism (AM L/C FT) system 
was subject to a mutual evalu¬ 
ation by the Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF). The mu¬ 
tual evaluation report (MER) 
was adopted by the FATF m 
October 20 09 Tire MER 
showed a low level of compli¬ 
ance with the FATF Recom¬ 
mendations. In view hereof, 
Aruba was placed m the en¬ 
hanced and, subsequently, m 
die regular fallow-up process 
Since 2009 a complete 
o v erh aul o f Arub a' s 

AM L/C FT system has taken 
place. Significant resources 
were allocated by the govern¬ 
ment and other stakeholders in¬ 
volved, as well as by the 


financial sector, to strengthen 
the AM L/C FT framework. 

On February 12, 1014, die 
FATF Plenary acknowledged 
that Aruba had made signifi¬ 
cant progress m addressing the 
deficiencies identified in die 
2009 MER It concluded that 
Arub a is now largely compliant 
with the FATF Core and Key 
Recommendations and, thus, 
can exit die regular follow-up 
process The report prepaied by 
die FATF, based on Aruba’s Sth 
follow-up rep oil contains a de¬ 
tailed description and analysis 
of the actions taken by Aruba 
since the MER. of October 
2009. Tins report can be found 
on the website of the FATF 
http: l/www. f'atf - gafi. or g/t o p - 
l c s/mut u al e v al u ati on s / d o cu - 
ments/fur-arub a- 2 D14 litml 


About the FATF 

The FATF is an independ¬ 
ent inter-governmental body 
established in 1989 The FATF 
currently has 3b members (34 
member countries, as well as 
die European Commission and 
the Gulf Co-operation Coun¬ 
cil). The FATF develops and 
promotes policies to protect 
the global financial system 
ag aiiist m oney laund enng, t er- 
ronst financing and the financ¬ 
ing of proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction. The FATF 
Recommendations are recog¬ 
nized as die global AML/CFT 
standards. The FATF conducts 
mutual evaluations to assess 
its member countries 3 levels of 
implementation of the FATF 
Re co mmendati on s 


Fewest Americans in almost two years 
say U.S. economy worsening 


NEW YORK - The share of 
consumers expecting die econ¬ 
omy to worsen fell in February 
to an almost two-year low as 
Americans looked beyond 
harsh winter weather 

Thirty percent, the fewest 
since May 1012, said die econ¬ 
omy was headed in the wrong 
direction, data from the 
Bloomberg Consumer Com¬ 
fort Index showed today. The 
gap between positive and neg¬ 
ative expectations was minus 
3, an eight-month high The 
weekly measure was little 
changed at minus 30.fi for die 
period ended Feb. 16 from 
minus 3Q.7. 

Snowstorms and colder 


temperatures in die eastern 
U.S. last week that shuttered 
government offices, stalled 
highway traffic and canceled 
flights did little to dismay 
Americans about die economic 
outl o ok M ore j ob and me om e 
growth would go further m 
helping bolster die economy 
after the weather-related slow¬ 
down at the stall of the year. 

“Hie deep freeze m senti¬ 
ment is slowly melting as the 
economy tnends due to steady 
j ob growth and a reduced p ace 
of firings," said Joseph 
Biusuelas, a senior economist 
at Bloomberg LP in New York 
“Tbs is in contrast with the 
polar vortex that has blanketed 


much of the nation and eco¬ 
nomic activity in early 2014 “ 

The share of respondents 
holding downbeat expectations 
Dn the economy this month de¬ 
clined from 33 percent in Jan¬ 
uary Forty-two percent pro¬ 
jected little change, compared 
with 39 percent in January 
while 27 percent said the ex¬ 
pansion is getting b etter, down 
from 2S percent. 

The gap between negative 
and positive responses has nar¬ 
rowed each month since reach¬ 
ing an almost two-year low of' 
minus 31 in October, when 
lawmakers' failure to agree on 
a budget resulted in a lb-day 
partial federal shutdown 
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PRIMM , NV - The fvanpah Solar Electric Generating System is seen in an aerial view 
on February 20, 2014 in the Mojave Des ert in California near Primm, Nevada . The largest 
solar thermal power-tower system in the world, owned by NRG Energy ; Google and 
BhghtSource Energy, opened last week in the Ivanpah Dry L ahe and us es 047,000 com¬ 
puter-controlled mirrors to focus sunlight onto boilers on top of three 459-foot towers, 
where water is heated to produce steam to power turbines providing power to more 
than 140,OOO California homes. (AFP PHOTO) 
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Avon bets Hispanics, smaller 
selection, price hikes can fix 

U.S. sales 


NEW YORK/BOCA RATON, 
Fla - Avon Products Inc hopes 
higher prices, a growing His¬ 
panic market and smaller se- 
1 ecti on o f b e auty pro ducts will 
help it reverse years of de¬ 
clines m U.S. sales, top execu¬ 
tives said yesterday. 

The company's North 
American sales have fallen by 
half since 20 07, and last year; 
the size of its army of Avon 
Ladies sales representatives, 
shrank 15 p ercent 

Yet the world's largest di¬ 
rect-selling cosmetics com¬ 
pany, part of U.S. popular 
culture for its "Dmg Dong, 
Avon Calling" advertisements, 
insists it can fix the business. 

"That's our No 1 priority," 
Avon Chief Executive Sheri 
McCoy told analysts at the 
Consumer Analyst. Group of 
New York meeting in Boca 
Rat on, FI on da, wher e her t earn 
laid out m the most detail yet 
how Avon plans to return to 
growth in its home market, de¬ 
spite short-term risk to sales. 

Avon's senior vie e are si dent 
for North America, Pablo 
Munoz, put the growing U.S. 
Hispanic population at the cen¬ 
ter of the company J s plan, say¬ 
ing Hispanic sales represen¬ 
tatives are "incredibly commit¬ 
ted" to tire Avon brand. 

The 10 top highest-grossest 
districts in the United States 
out of S 50 for Avon are prima¬ 
rily Hispanic, Munoz said at 
CAGNY So Avon is planning 
more marketing aimed specif¬ 
ically at Hi spam cs and dedicat¬ 
ing fewer resources on other 
districts. 

Avan's North American 
business has been unpro fitable 
for the last three years and 
Munoz said reducing costs is 
paramount to Avon reaching its 
goal of returning to profit in 
2015. 

A smaller assortment of 


Avon products will help lower 
production and printing costs. 
A more focused assortment 
will also help sales representa¬ 
tives because they will have 
fewer products to I earn how to 
demonstrate, Munoz said 

Perhaps the most delicate 
step far Avon is raising prices, 
which Munoz said had re¬ 
mained largely unchanged for 
five years, in part to keep with 
rising costs but also so more 
money ends up in the pockets 
a f s al e s repr es entahv es. 

"It's very clear if we con¬ 
tinue on the path we are on, 
that earning opportunity will 
continue to be reduced," 
Munoz said. 

While one analyst said the 
steps Avon is taking make 
sense, he doubted they would 
be enough to stem the hemor¬ 
rhage m North Am erica, winch 
now accounts for less than IS 
percent of its global revenue 

"it's gotten smaller and 
smaller as a business for aveiy 
long time with no eud in 
sight," said All Dibadj, an ana¬ 
lyst with Sanford C Bernstein 
& Co "Our view about the 
U.S is they need to do some¬ 
thing very dramatic — getting 
nd of it is a potential step " 
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ACROSS 

1- UnhurriiKJ 

5. “_ chance’" 

6, Proofreading 
comment 

12. Mama's man 

13. Chopping 
instrument 

14. Remove peel 

15. For always 
16 Kith's partner 
17. Rodriguez of 

baseball 
18 Hurdle for 
Jack 

21. Portugal's 
eont, 

22. Magician's 
word 

25. Hung on 
20. Cager Unsold 

29. Sock_ 

30. Baseball 


scores 

31. Margaret's 
nickname 

32. __beer 

33. North Pole 
worker 

34. Wheel's center 

35. Cries loudly 

36. Makes happy 

39. Actor Danson 
33- Annoying 

things 

44. Telegraph 

46. Nay-sayer's 
side 

47. Snazzy 

48. Glen 

49. La Plata's 
locale <abbr.J 

50. _ Domini 

51. Carter and 
Irving 

52. Feline zodiac 


Sign 

53. Booty 

DOWN 

1. Specification, 
for short 

2. Volcanic 
outpouring 

3. Dentist's “_ 

wide!" 

4. Prison officials 

5. Impostor 

6. WWII alliance 

7. Camper's 
stake (2 wds.) 

6. Astronaut's 
environment 

9. Daytime TV 
program (2 
wds.) 

10. Before, in 
poems 

11. Range rider’s 


see our website: 
www.themorn- 
ingnewsaruba.com 


nickname 

19. Pull with effort 

20. Treasury dept, 
bureau 

£3- Hammer, e g. 

24. Makes a 
choice 

25. Manitoba 
Indian 

26. Quiet 

£7- Unjustly 

28, Spider's 

handiwork 

31, “Cats” for one 

32, Extremely left 
or right, in 
politics 

34. Thai gal 

35, Play the 
ponies 

37. Shoe 
stretchers 

38. Valentino's 
dance 

40. Wrenched 

41. Cry of dismay 
(2 wds.) 

42. Padre's son 

43. Guy from 
Glasgow 

44. Wheeling*© 
stale (2 wds., 
abbr.) 

45 “_the 

Walrus" (2 
wds.) 






DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 

Febr. 22 - Mrt. 01 


O’stad : 1 Botica del Pueblo 1 - S.N: 1 San Nicolas 1 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
TeL5B0-2fl40VPager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-3909 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDOSOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fn.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer's Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 

Tel5274000 

EMERGENCY 

Telephone 911 
POLICE H0QS 

Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-190S, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 
582-5447 
In San Nicolas 
Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 
professional taxi services 
Tel. 588-0035 
Af Attott Meetings 
Mondays 6,7 pm 
Si-tbEina Liter B in Ncord 
ToJ: 5G73356 i 5333989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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Discover authentic Aruban cuisine at 


The Queen’s 



Mama Luisa hard at work in the kitchen 


Enjoy a true taste of Aruba 
without having to travel m the 
charming surroundings of The 
Queen's Restaurant in the Palm 
B each Plaza M all. Your h o st, 
Varella lnnocencia has 
brought her very popular 
Granjestad eatery to Palm 
Beach, showcasing authentic 
local cuisine only a shall walk 
away horn the maj or resorts. 

Tire H hipper" and elegant 
new digs offer beautiful views, 
hut Mama Lima's magical 
touch m the kitchen is what 


first won tins charming eateiy 
their loyal clientele. She can he 
counted an ta be conjuring up 
the delicious dishes that have 
been in her family for genera¬ 
tion. As Varella says, "My 
mam loves and lives to cook. 
Even when she is not at work 
in the restaurant, she is exper¬ 
imenting with new dishes all 
day at home. 

She is the Queen of the 
Kitchen “ 

Be sure to tiy Luisa's ac¬ 
claimed “Carm Stoba di Ma- 


machi"-^ Grandma's Beef 

Stew," or then fresh, whole 
snapper, with Mama Luisa's 
delectable salsa on alio. Don't 
mi ss the speci alty o f the h ous e, 
a favorite local delicacy, 
Keshi Yena -"Filled Cheese " 
Tins is a tasty, filling stew of 
chicken, with other ingredients 
that are handy that day, all in¬ 
cased in a thick skin of melted 
Gouda. It is satisfying and par¬ 
ti cul ally m em or able Regi Dual 
side dishes and some of 
Mama's secret recipe prepara¬ 


tion of banana has a and 
creamy p otato es pro vi de a de - 
liciously picturesque meal 
The Queen's is located on 
die second level of Palm Beach 
Plaza, tucked into a cozy corner 
at die front of die mall. If you 
have a mind to try die real deal 
in Aruban food, without a 
doubt, this is the w r ay to go, rea¬ 
sonably priced and easily acces¬ 
sible A hill menu can be seen 
on dieu w r ebsite, http ffwwwthe 
queens amha. cam/. 


Aside from an extensive re¬ 
gular menu they also have 
daily specials made from 
whatever is m season, and 
Mama Luisa is m die mood to 
prepare, so don't be shy about 
asking for something that may 
no b e on the menu, as they are 
always eager to please 

The Queen's is open daily 
from 3:06pm - ll:OOpm , of¬ 
fering both indoor and out¬ 
door dining. Telf; 5S60606 


Budget Car Rental celebrating 
50 years budget-minded service! 


Enjoy and relax at 
Quality Apartments 

Where service is with a smile 



Explore Aruba in a Jeep wrangler hard top 



—The car rental name synony¬ 
mous with savings will next 
month celebrate their golden 
anniversary of operating on 
Aruba! One of the first of its 
kind to establish a car rental 
agency with highly competi¬ 
tive prices, it still maintains 
til at standard of offering die 
best service, a diverse fleet of 
vehicles to meet each renters 
needs, at die best price passi¬ 
ble. 

Budget has a Beet of 250 
autos on Aruba, ranging from 
sub comp act to authentic Jeep 
Wrangler® hardtop 4X4 or the 
stylish Toyota Rav 4, for ex¬ 
ploring Aiub a"s outback in an¬ 
con din oned comfort. Their 
standard Toyota Yans, die 
most popular model, is known 
for quahty and dependability 


Each year, they refresh 25% of 
their fleet and retire the older 
cars. Compared to the U S., car 
rentals are quite affordable on 
Arab a, with die third parly lia¬ 
bility insurance included in the 
rental rates, as required by law. 


Budget’s head office is in 
Camacun, not far from die air¬ 
port, hut they maintain an out¬ 
let right at the airport and 
another conveniently located 
m die Arawak Gardens in 
Palm Beach, an easy stroll 
from all die Palm Beach re¬ 
sorts Budget will provide free 
transportation to their Arawak 
Gardens outlet from any hotel, 
and return you to your door 
when turning in your car 
Budget has become the 
world’s third largest car rental 
franchise because of their 
commitment to quality seivice 
and product at the best price 
possible, and the staff of 
Budget Car Rental Aruba is 
equally dedicated to seeing 
their customers smile 


Aruba is one of die most 
beautiful islands in the 
Caribbean, having long 
stretches of sugar white 
beaches, where you can take 
long peaceful walks or dive in 
the cleanest of waters found in 
the world. 

The apartments are conve¬ 
niently located less dian one 
mil e from Arub a’s mo st b eau - 
tiful beaches, like Manchebo 
Beach and Eagle Beach, near 
to the hotels and fantastic 
restaurants. 

Quality Apartments is also 
located only 1 mile from 
Aruba's greatest casinos, 
large supermarkets, bank, car 
rentals, motorcycle rentals. 

It has 43 comfortable stu¬ 
dio-apartments (max 3 per¬ 
sons) and 17 luxurious 
apartments (max. 4 persons) 
with aloft. 

All apartments are com¬ 


pletely furnished wiUi cable 
TV The open kitchen is very 
spacious and equipped with 
stove top, refrigerator, 
to aster/oven and coffee maker 
(microwave optional) 

The laundry is accessible 
t.o all guests 24 hours a day 
There is a large fresh water 
swimming pool, with a pool 
deck and beach chairs, where 
you can relax any time of the 
day At the reception, die 
friendly staff is always ready 
to attend you with a smil e. 

For reservations or infor¬ 
mation readers may call at tel 
(297)-5£ 2-01(597 or (297)-5S3- 
7484, Fax. (297)-5S3-5203 
Office hours are Monday thru 
Friday: £ a.m tD 7 p.m . an 
Saturday and Sunday from 9 
a m to 5 p.m. 

E-mail qualsty@setarnet 
aw. Website, http://amba qua¬ 
lity apartments cam 
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Who T s winning what at 

_ the Winter Olympics 



Canada's Jamie Benn (2ndLj scores against US goal¬ 
keeper Jonathan Quick |C) during the Men's Ice Hockey 
Semifinals USA vs Canada 



Russia's Victor An (L) competes in the Men's Short Track 
5000 m Relay Final 


SOCHI (AFP) - Who's win¬ 
ning what at die 0014 Winter 
Olympics on Friday 

MEN 

Curling 

D ominant C anada wo n th sir 
third successive Olympic 
men's cur hug gold with a con¬ 
vincing 9-3 victory over 
Britain in the final 

After Canada's women's tri¬ 
umph 24 hours earlier, it was 
the first time that one country 
had swept- both titles at the 
same Gaines. 

World champions Sweden 
claimed the bronze medal with 
a b-4 extra-end win over 
Ciiina. 

Short-track - 500m 

Russia's short track star Vic¬ 
tor Ahn won the men's 5D0in 
short track speed skating gold 
to add to Ins earlier gold m the 
l,D00in event 

Ahn crossed the line in 
41. E10 sec. Wu Dajing of 
China (41.5Id) took stiver 
while Canada 1 ss Chari e 
Co urn oyer won bronze in 
41.1317. 

Short-track - 5000m relay 

Russia — led by speed skat¬ 


ing superstar Victor Aim — set 
a new Olympic record in win¬ 
ning gold"m the men's 5,000m 
relay in front of a vociferous 
home crowd in Sochi. 

The home nation's four-man 
team crossed the line in 6mm 
42.lODsec The United States 
were second (6 42 371) while 
China took bronze (6:4S .341). 
WOMEN 

Alpine skiing - slalom 

American teenager Mikael a 
Shiffhn showed nerves of steel 
to add Olympic gold to her 
world slalom title under flood¬ 
lights 

The lS-year-aid, in pole po¬ 
sition after the first run, 
clocked a combined total of 
lmm 44 54sec over two runs 
to finish 0 53sec ahead of Mal¬ 
lies S child of Austria, winning 
her fourth Olympic medal in 
three different Games. 

Another Austrian, Katrin 
Zettel, claimed bronze at 
0 Si sec, denying fourth-placed 
German Maria Hoefi-Riesch 
another shot at the podium in 
her Olympic swansong. 
Biathlon - 4x6kin relay 
Ukraine raced to a famous vic¬ 


tory in the women's team 
biathlon relay, defying the 
tragedy of the violence at 
home to take gold with an in¬ 
spiring performance. 

The team led from, the start 
m the 4x6 km relay race, fin¬ 
ishing m ihr 10mm 2.5sec, de¬ 
feating second-pi ace Russia by 
26 4 seconds. Norway took die 
bronze 

Ukraine's anchorwoman 
Glen a Pidhrushna was em¬ 
braced m delight by her team¬ 
mates as she crossed the line 
Freestyle - ski cross 

M an ell e Thonip s on n ar- 
rowly edged out Canadian 
compatriot Kelsey Serwa to 
win the women's ski cross a tie. 

The two Canadians seized 
control of' the race from the 
start. Sweden's Anna Hoim- 
lund took bronze after French 
veteran Ophelie David crashed 
ne a - the end 

The medals ensured Canada 
finish top of the freestyle ski¬ 
ing medals table 
Short-track - 1,000m 

Soutli Korea's Park Seung- 
Hi won the women's 1,000m 
short-track speed skating, her 
third medal and second gold of 
the Sochi Olympics. Park 
pipped China's Fan Kexm on 
the line in a time of lmm 
30.76lsec 

Silver medallist Fan timed 
1 30 Sll while South Korea's 
Shun Suk-Hee took bronze in 
a time of 1:31 027 
Men's ice hockey 

Defending champ Canada 
reached their second-straight 
Olympic final, spoiling the 
USA's perfect record and 
smothering their high-p owered 
offence at the Sochi Games to 
set up a gold medal clash with 
Sweden. 

Jamie Berm scored early in 
the second period and goal- 
tender Carey Price stopped all 
31 shots he faced for the 
shutout as Canada defeated the 
United States 1-Dina re-match 
of tiie 2010 Vancouver 
Olympic final 

Canada's semi-final victory 
m the men's ice hockey tourna¬ 
ment means they will face 
Sweden m Sunday's champi¬ 
onship game after the Swedes 
topped Finland 2-1 in an all - 
Nordic semi. 

Canada's win comes just one 
day after die Canadian women 
won tlie gold medal by storm¬ 
ing back from a two-goal 
deficit to beat the USA 3-2 m 
an overtime thriller. 

Undefeated Sweden ad¬ 
vanced to the championship 
game by defeating injury-hit 
Finland m a re-match of the 
Tuna 2006 final on Friday. 




V our Source for Local News in English 

ADVERTISE 

in THE MORNING NEWS) 

Call office NOW® 5089517 or 


email: the m o rn ingnewsaru ba@gm ail .com 

Pick up your prin ted copy from MON. — SAT at different 
locations aii over the island or 

visit us online; www.themorningnewsaruba.com 

Caya G.F. Betica Crocs 111 



(From L| China's silver medalist Fan Kexin, South 
Korea's gold medalist Park Seung-Hi and South Korea's 
bronze m edalist Shim Suk H ee pose during the Women's 
Short Track 1000 m Flower Ceremony. 



(From L| US J R Celski, US Jordan Malone, US Christo¬ 
pher Creveling and US Eduardo Alvarez celebrate after 
the Men’s Short Track 5000 m Relay Final 



Bronze medallist Austria's Kathrin Zettel (L) and Silver 
medallist Austria's Marlies S child pose with the Austrian 
flag during the Women's Alpine Skiing Slalom Flower 
Ceremony. 


























































Saturday, February 22, 2014 


THE MORNING NEWS /SPORTS 


15 




Serving breakfast 


7:30 m 


late night menu available 


© 00 © 


until 2 a.m 
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Tennis: Cornet shocks Serena 
to reach Dubai finai 



DUBAI (AFP) - Alize Comet 
recavenng brilliantly from a 
mighty collapse in career for¬ 
tunes, s c ored her b e si- ev er win 
by beating world number one 
Serena Williams 6-4 , 6-4 and 
preventing asi all-Williams sis¬ 
ters final at the Dubai Open. 

The 24-year-old French¬ 
woman, who is about to return 
to the top 2D after a dismal 
five-y ear interval m win ch she 
fell from the top IDO, made a 
mere handful of errors as she 
manoeuvred and harassed the 
legend to a stunning defeat 

Cornet often rallied 
valiantly when the powerful 
American landed her biggest 
blows, hut even more often 
she found changes of direction 
and angles to disrupt Serena's 
rhythm. 


WeIO MNCn Ews 

Vecrr source for fowi nw in English 

Ingrid Does 

Manager 

Rosalinda Maduro 
Chandette Richardson 
Editors 

Marline v.d, Unden 

Asst, to the editors 

Rosalie Klein 

Reporter, f P hot og rap her 

Elly Erasmus 

Safes Represents tives 

Local nows provider for 

visttaruba.com 

aruba.com 

caribseek.com 

int’f News provider: 

Agence France 
Presse {AFP) 

Tel: 5ea-9517 ^ Faic: MB-9510 
E-mail r 

them orni n qm w sa r uba^gm a i I. com 

WuLsita: 

www.themonninginewsari4h3.com 


I_■ 

That tins happened more 
often than usual to the 
favourite was unsurprising 
considering that tins was her 
first tournament since injuring 
her back in last month's Aus¬ 
tralian Open. 

Serena later pronounced 
herself "a wee bit embar¬ 
rassed' by the result, which 
denied her the chance of a 
final with older sister Venus 
Williams, an earlier winner 
against Caroline Wozniacki 

She also had a fit of incon¬ 
gruous laughing as she 
claimed that she had "not 
made that many errors m a 
match in, I think, at least three 
years, maybe four year's", and 
had not felt good all week. 

in truth, Serena did enough 
to have beaten most other op¬ 
ponents But tins one was un¬ 
usually smart and courageous 
as well as skilful and level¬ 
headed. and took her rare op¬ 
portunity with tremendous 
panache. 

" It's my fa est ever win - but 
I haven't realised it yet," Cor¬ 
net said, still hopping up and 
down with joy during the on- 
caurt interview. 

"I played a very good 
match. Most of the time i did¬ 
n't even realise who I was 
playing, and that's the way I 
had to be. 1 had to forget it was 
Serena on the other side, and 


just get on with my game " 

Cornet also seemed Eo have 
an instinct winch made her do 
the right thing at the most im¬ 
portant moments, and cru¬ 
el ally she changed the mood 
of the match when she broke 
Serena's serve at 4-4. 

Earlier, Venus Williams had 
raised the possibility of an all- 
Williams sisters finai far the 
first bme m more than four 
years when she scored her 
fourth win of the week. 

Her 6-3, 6-2 win over Woz¬ 
niacki saw her dominate the 
former world numb er one from 
Denmark from start to finish 
with her heavier, and some¬ 
times cleverly angled, driving. 

Once again it suggested that 
33-year-old seven times for¬ 
mer Grand Slam champion, 
who is sttU ranked outside the 
top 40, may be making her 
way back - after prolonged 
health problems - to a position 
where she could be seeded in 
major events. 

Venus had, she said, really 
been looking forward to play¬ 
ing Serena again - almost, it 
sounded, as if for old times' 
sake. Serena is 32 and it re¬ 
mains to be seen how much her 
fitness problems and absence 
of results tins year have be¬ 
come a function of the passing 
years. 


Tennis: Anderson 
ousts Matosevic to 
reach Deiray semis 


DELRAY BEACH (AFP) - 
South African fourth seed 
Kevin Anderson rallied to 
reach the semi-finals of the 
$474,000 ATP Delray Beach 
Open on Friday by ousting 
Australian Marinko Matose¬ 
vic in a rematch of the 2012 
final 

Anderson fired 10 aces and 
connected on 61 percent of 
his first selves m a £5-7 (3/7), 
6-3, £5-3 victory over his 
5 5 th-ranked rival, who had 
nine aces but also six double- 
faults and only a 49 percent 
first-serve success rate 

Seeking Ins second Delray 
Beach title in three years and 
tim'd ATP career crown, An¬ 
derson advanced to a Saturday 
matchup with US qualifier 
Steve Jo 1mson, who elimi¬ 
nated Spanish sixth seed Feli¬ 
ciano Lopez £5-3, 6-3 in 73 
minutes. 

Anderson, wiiD lives nearby, 
surrendered only one break 
over two hours and 33 minutes 
in improving to 13-3 all time 
at Delray Beach and 3-0 



against Matosevic. 

"I'm in the semis and that's 
a great, feeling " 

Anderson's only other tide 
came in 2011 on home soil in 
Johannesburg. 

In later quarter-finals, US 
second seed John I suer will 
meet Amen can qualifier 
Rhyne Williams and Croatian 
seventh seed Marin Cilie will 
face Russia's Teymur az 
Gabashviii 
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Football: 

2.3 

million 
World Cup 
tickets 
sold - FIFA 



FLORIANQPOLIS (AFP)-A 
total of 3.3 million tickets have 
been sold for the World Cup's 
(34 matches, FIFA revealed on 
Friday. 

More than 50□,000 tickets 
were sold m the latest random 
phase and a further 139,000 
will be sold, again exclusively 
through FIFA on a first-come, 
first-served basis between 
March 12 and April 1 

Those latter tickets will be 
for matches not including the 
June 12 opening Game in Sao 
Paulo and the July 13 final in 
Rio. 

Also virtually sold out are 
the group matches between 
England and Italy the United 
States and Portugal, the second 
phase games at Porta Alegre 
and Sao Paulo and tire semi¬ 
final at Belo Horizonte. 

Of the latest batch of sales,, 
(50 percent were reserved for 
Brasilian fans, who have 
snapped up 57 percent of all 
tickets sold so far 

Brasilians have bagged 
90(5,433 allocated tickets to 
date, with USA-based fans 
buying 125,4(55. Colombians 
have landed 60*231 ahead of 
55,(566 for Germany, 53,SO9 
for Argentina, 51,222 for Eng¬ 
land and 40,446 for Australia 
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Olympics: First doping shocks hit Sochi Gaines 


SOCHI (AFP) - The first dop¬ 
ing cases ta hit tire 2D 14 Sochi 
Games emerged Friday after a 
double go id-medal winning 
German female biathlete and 
an Italian bobsledder tested 
positive for banned substances 
German biathlete Evi 
S achenb acher-Stehle, who has 
won two gold medals at previ¬ 
ous Olympic Games, con¬ 
firmed she had tested positive, 
describing it as the '"worst 
nightmare you can imagine" 
Meanwhile, the Italian 
Olympic Committee said Ital¬ 
ian bobsledder William Frul- 


lani had tested positive far a 
banned substance and had al¬ 
ready been kicked out of the 
Sochi Games. 

The news that a well known 
athlete as Sachenbacher-Stehle 
has failed a doping test lias 
caused shock waves in Ger¬ 
many, which for years has 
prided itself on its tough anti- 
doping fight. 

T cannot explain how tins 
positive doping test came 
ab out, * S achenb acher- Stelil e 
said in a statement, adding that, 
she had had ail her dietary sup¬ 
plements tested m a laboratory 



Evi Sachenbacher-Stehle 

Rep orts said that the positive 
test -- carried out on February 


17 - - may have come ab out due 
to contamination from im¬ 
ported energy bars. 

Fnillam, 34, tested positive 
on February 13 for the banned 
sub stance dym etylp enty - 

1 amine. He has been replaced 
in the Italian four-man bob¬ 
sleigh team by Samuele Ro- 
m am m. 

The German Olympic Sports 
Confederation (DOSB) sad m 
a statement that both Sadien- 
bacher-StehJe's 'A' and 'B' sam¬ 
ples had tested positive for the 
stimulant methylhexanamm 

It sad she appeared before 


ai 1GC disciplinary commis¬ 
si am has now r been excluded 
from the German team aid was 
1 e avmg S o chi immedi at ely 

S achenb acher-Stehle, 33, 
spent mo st of her long career as 
a cross country skier before 
switching last season to 
biathlon, winch mixes both 
cross country sluing and shoot¬ 
ing 

It was as a cross country 
skier tliat she won gold in the 
4x5 km relay m the Salt Lake 
City Games of 2003 aid then 
gold m the team sprint in Van¬ 
couver 2010 



































